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Corridor,' and his political obligations divided by a
still more awkward double allegiance.

The lapse of East Prussia to the Elector of
Brandenburg in A.D. 1618 exactly synchronised with
two other important events, namely (i) the out-
break of the Thirty Years War, and (2) the succession
to the Hohenzollern inheritance of the feckless George
William. This unhappy man was, as we have already
remarked, during the twenty-two years of his tenure
of office, the luckless sport of blind fate and violent
men. He lost golden opportunities of increasing his
prestige and his power. Despised by both Catholics
and Protestants, none of whom could get him to
come to a decision, he saw his electorate ravaged
from end to end by Austrians and Bavarians, Danes,
Saxons, and Swedes in turn. Finally, as we have seen,
he died, a fugitive from Germany, in the security
and obscurity of his new East Prussian duchy.
When his son, Frederick William, the 'Great
Elector,9 succeeded to the damnosa haereditas in
A.D. 1640, he found his scattered and diverse
dominions in a deplorable condition of devastation
and anarchy. Fortunately, by that time the war
had shifted to the frontiers of Germany, so he was
able from the beginning of his rule to set to work
on reconstruction and reform. His first concern
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